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Students spelled out “Unity” on Oct. 25 and wore orange in support of Unity Day 
at Freedom Elementary. Look closely and you’ll see some administrators cleverly 
hidden among the pumpkins and bales of straw in this photo.

WHS hosts 
Diversity 
Summit

At East Elementary, students 
formed a large circle on the 
playground and sang a song 
together about unity.  

On Oct. 9, about 30 WHS students 
volunteered to participate in a Diversity 
Summit to plan ways to celebrate 
diversity at Waynesville High School.

The summit encouraged students to 
think about what diversity is (to define 
it), to look at different types of diversity 
and to find ways to engage WHS 
students in meaningful conversations. 
The students participated in three ice 
breakers and three activities, including 
reading an article about the benefits of 
diversity.

During the summit, students 
discussed ways the high school 

The Sixth Grade 
Center stepped 
up to promote 
the anti-bullying 
message on Unity 
Day by wearing 
orange. Continued on page 2 



currently celebrates diversity and what 
celebrating diversity will look like in 
the future at WHS. 

“Students showed maturity, shared 
creative ideas and wanted to have an 
immediate impact,” said Chris Pilz, 
assistant principal. 

Student Government Association 
members, including those who attended 

Diversity Summit Continued from page 1

the summit, led Unity Day activities at 
WHS on Oct. 25. Students wrote on an 
orange slip of paper what makes them 
a Tiger and then on additional slips of 
paper, they wrote what makes them 
unique. 

“Students connected the slips of paper 
to form a chain to demonstrate that we 
all share similarities and differences at 

the same time,” said WHS Principal 
Courtney Long. 

The summit was held at the WCC and 
was designed to promote embracing 
diversity as part of the high school’s 
strategic plan, which is known as the 
building’s school improvement plan. 

The district’s vision is to “Excel as a 
student-centered community of learners 
that embraces diversity and innovation.”  

With the help of their 
PIE partners – the 84th 
Chemical Battalion 
and 554th Engineer 
Battalion – Partridge 
Elementary students 
walked to a nearby 
neighborhood to share 
their anti-bullying 
message on Unity Day.  



By WHS students Atlanta Alonzo, 
Natalee Donahue, Caitlin Enloe, 
Mackenzie Petersen 

Hurricane Maria uprooted senior 
Fabiola Aclcazar from Puerto Rico and 
relocated her to Missouri – Waynesville 
High School, specifically.

In preparation for Hurricane Maria, 
there was not much time due to lack of 
power from Hurricane Irma, which hit 
the island on Sept. 7. 

“I was without power before Maria 
came,” Aclcazar says. “We hurried to 
get canned food and snacks and bought 
batteries as well.” 

At about 2 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 26, 
the storm hit, causing a curtain in her 
room to move very loudly and violently 
waking her. “The winds were so loud it 
sounded like someone knocking on the 
door,” says Aclcazar.  

Her mom came into her bedroom and 
opened the curtain and she was able to 
see out the window. “In the dark there 
were metal poles moving with the wind 
and I was like, ‘whoop, it’s time. She’s 
here. Maria’s here.’” Her mom recorded 
this moment with her phone and 
Aclcazar advised her to get away from 
the window because the winds were so 
strong.

The eye of the hurricane hit and “for 
30 minutes you don’t receive any wind 
or rain but then after those 30 minutes 
it goes the other way around. If the 
wind comes north, it will then go south 
because the eye moves through all 
directions.”

Aclcazar was not scared but curious 

A Life Changing Experience
about what was going on as she 
watched through the windows. This was 
her first category 5 hurricane and she 
says, “I was like a little girl going to a 
museum. It was a good experience, but I 
don’t want it to happen again.”

The next morning, she left her house 
with her brother and they noticed, 
“how all the trees were down, the poles 
were broken and the houses around my 
area were okay. The apartments that 
were close were without windows and 
doors.” 

As they were outside, the winds 
started picking back up and she told 
her brother they needed to get back into 
the house. Upon entering the house, 
they noticed that the house was flooded 
from recent winds and water from other 
houses. Aclcazar and her family were 
in a strong-built home and did not need 
to go to a shelter unlike others near the 
shore or on the countryside.

Around 9 a.m. the neighbors began 
to help each other. One neighbor’s tree 
fell on his car and the neighbors helped 
to cut the tree and remove it. During 
the week following, there was a curfew 
and residents couldn’t be outside after 
7 p.m. for the clean-up crew. After the 
initial week, the restriction was shifted 
to 9 p.m. 

Some public schools were made into 
shelters; consequently, the schools may 
not be able to reopen for students until 
next semester because so many homes 
were destroyed. Aclcazar explained, 
“This is why you have so many students 
moving to the U.S., like me. My school 
was completely destroyed.”  

She left a week after the hurricane 
happened and arrived to the U.S. 
mainland on Oct. 2.

The health care company that her 
mother works for provided benefits for 
her and her brother, including a private 
plane to Miami. From Florida, they 
made their way to Missouri to stay with 
their uncle.

The moment she stepped onto the 
plane and saw her mother crying she 
realized her mom wanted them to 
move forward, get an education and be 
healthy. 

When asked what type of adjustments 
she had to make coming to Missouri she 
said, “The school system is different. 
You see new people every day. I don’t 
know how you can do it.”

After the hurricane, Aclcazar felt that 
it was a really good experience because 
everyone helps each other. “The 
hurricane connected us all.” she said. 

When she returns to Puerto Rico she 
would like to raise funds and give food, 
clothes and toys to help those who are 
without.

Fabiola Aclcazar

To celebrate Red Ribbon Week, Freedom Elementary 
students “teamed up” to wear shirts of their favorite 
sports teams. 



On Oct. 17, 2017, the practical nursing students earned their basic life support certification at the Waynesville Career Center. 
The course was taught by Phyllis Graves and Shelly Wong. 

Joni Milligan, a nurse at the Waynesville Career Center, was 
named the Classified Employee of the Month during a school 
assembly on Monday, Oct. 23. 

One of Milligan’s nominators said, “… Mrs. Milligan has 
implemented a staff ‘wellness’ challenge,’ where staff members 
can voluntarily participate. The program has built health 
awareness, staff morale and staff camaraderie. … Mrs. Milligan 
is highly respected among her staff, students and parents, due to 
her dedication to the job, outstanding people skills and overall 
attitude. Mrs. Milligan supervises students in the clinical setting 
each year and develops positive and professional relationships 
with her students and care center faculty members.”

Another nominator said, “Joni has spent time setting up the 
guidelines, creatively coming up with challenges and being 
everyone’s cheerleader. She constantly checks on our staff, 
offering to walk with them, run with them after school, fill 
their water cups and anything else she can do to help our staff 
become successful. We like to eat at WCC, now Joni is making 
sure we exercise to counter balance our love of food. … In 
addition to what Joni does for our staff, she is equally attentive 
to our students. She is a nurturing person by nature, as well as 
knowledgeable with the nursing field.” 

Milligan named Classified Employee of Month

Hilary Bales, the assistant superintendent of personnel 
services, presented a certificate to Milligan, along with Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent, and Dr. Traci Pattison, director of 
the WCC. 

Through Kids Harbor, Gary and Tracy Northrip donated multiple pairs of 
shoes for students in the Waynesville R-VI School District. The shoes were 
collected to promote awareness of child abuse. Gary is a child and family 
advocate who works with child abuse victims at Kids Harbor and Tracy is an 
autism specialist team leader for Easter Seals Midwest. Together they have a 
photography business, G&T Northrip Photography and are working on a book, 
“A Walk in My Shoes … Journeys of Child Abuse Victims.” 

In addition, the Women of Mission at Westside Baptist Church collected and 
donated pants, socks and shoes for students. 

District receives shoes, clothes

Hilary Bales, Joni Milligan, Dr. Brian Henry and Dr. Traci 
Pattison. 



On Oct. 21, Waynesville’s JROTC battalion hosted its 3rd 
annual Waynesville - Fort Leonard Wood Raider Challenge 
Event with 22 teams from Missouri and Kansas. The event 
was planned, organized and executed by the U.S. Army’s 
1st Engineer Training Brigade on Fort Leonard Wood.

“We receive exceptional support for this event from Fort 
Leonard Wood,” said Col. (Retired) Charles Williams, 
JROTC senior Army instructor. “The success of this event 
directly correlates to the outstanding support Fort Leonard 
Wood provides. They make it possible for hundreds of high 
school students to compete.”

Brig. Gen. Robert F. Whittle, Commandant, U.S. Army 
Engineer School, was on site throughout the day and 
presented the trophies to the winning teams, along with Col. 
Dale Snider, Commander, 1st Engineer Brigade.

Due to an injury on the 10K, Waynesville’s JROTC team 
was not able to complete the competition. Prior to that, 
Waynesville finished 1st on the Army Physical Fitness 
Test and 3rd on the Litter Carry.  In addition, Jacob Askins 
finished 2nd overall out of about 175 male cadets on the 
Army Physical Fitness Test.

Next up is U.S. Army Cadet Command Raider National 
in Molena, Ga., Nov. 2-5, 2017.

 
 

Waynesville JROTC hosts Raider meet on FLW



Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the Waynesville R-VI School District, is 
representing the State of Missouri during the Military Interstate Children’s Compact 
Commission’s (MIC3) annual meeting in Rhode Island. The commission addresses key 
educational transition issues encountered by children of military families. 

“As educators, our job is to promote policies and guidelines that help students 
successfully transfer between schools and states, regardless of where a student 
comes from or is going to,” Henry said. “Being a part of this national conversation 
is especially important for Waynesville R-VI, where 76 percent of our students are 
military impacted.” 

Henry represents Missouri at MIC3

At East Elementary, students 
decorated pumpkins to look like book 
characters.

The Waynesville Middle School Student Council spearheaded several activities 
throughout the Red Ribbon Spirit Week as part of their anti-drug campaign. 
Seventh and eighth graders started the week off by wearing red on Monday, 
Oct. 23, and attending an assembly. They also gave drugs the boot by wearing 
western-style clothes, reminded students that drugs are wacky by wearing 
mismatched clothes and fixing their hair in a crazy style and dressed for success 
showing that drugs have no part of their future. A cup display in the fence also 
brought the drug-free message home for students and their families.  



By Heriberto Rosa, Marie 
Lewis, Daniel Doyle, Patch 
Estenik 

The WHS AP Physics class 
declared marble war against 
the school resource officers 
Stacy Ball and Nick Lopez to 
test their calculations on the 
relationship between angles 
and distances. With teamwork 
and determination, the students 
competed against not only the 
officers, but each other as well. 

 Teacher Nick Parmley’s 2nd 
hour AP Physics class was split 
into four teams, two of which 
were “odd” and the other two 
“even.” The student team’s 
objective for this experiment 
was to knock down toy soldiers 
with marbles based on their 
calculations and with the support 
of their team. 

 “In our group we did all the 
calculations and knew what we 
were doing and no one slacked off,” said Matthew Davenport, a 
student in the class.  

Across from the students, officers Lopez and Ball defended 
their own forts; Lopez defended the odd fort and Ball defended 
the even fort.

While it all looks like fun and games, “they learn from each 
other, their mistakes and from us,” Lopez says. “It’s a guided 
experience.”

Officers take on students in marble wars 

Upper left, AP Physics students Kendra Keys and Caitlin 
Banks take aim. Their goal was to knock down toy soldiers 
using a marble. School Resource Officers Stacy Ball (in the 
hat) and Nick Lopez defend their forts.  AP Physics student 
Matthew Davenport measures the distance so that his team 
can make adjustments to their calculations. 
Photos by Daniel Doyle, WHS student



Thayer Elementary students decorated pumpkins like book characters.

Freedom Elementary students decorated 
pumpkins like book characters.

Thayer Elementary students wore orange for Unity Day and celebrated 
“Leading the Way ... Every Day” to be drug-free. 

Jahsette Lujan’s 1st grade class studied bats and their habitats and then created exhibits using Legos.

Parent-teacher 
conferences were 
held on Tuesday 
and Thursday from 
3:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in an effort to meet 
parents’ request 
for times outside 
of traditional work 
hours. This photo 
was taken at East 
Elementary.   



At East Elementary, students 
and teachers celebrated their 
50th day of school by counting 
to 50 and dressing in the style 
of the 1950s.

In a hard-fought battle to the 
very end, the Waynesville 
Boys Soccer Team (bottom 
far left) took 2nd place in 
the MSHSAA Soccer Class 4 
District, losing to Kickapoo, 4 
to 3. Top row far left, Garrett 
Long’s ball goes past the 
goalie. Top row left, Garrett 
Long kicks in the Tiger’s 
third goal of the night. Below, 
Daniel Sesay goes around an 
opponent. 


